Carcinoid associated encephalitis successfully treated with tryptophan.
This case report describes the rare phenomenon of encephalopathy associated with massive carcinoid tumor. Extensive investigation failed to reveal an obvious cause but a presumptive diagnosis of tryptophan deficiency was made and she was commenced on tryptophan dietary supplements. A rapid and complete response resulted. This case report discusses this unusual case and reviews the literature regarding carcinoid associated encephalopathy.